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Mrs Norton – English Leader and Assistant Head
Mrs Thornbury- Deputy Head

“Grammar to a writer is to a mountaineer a good pair of 
hiking boots or, more precisely , to a

deep sea diver an oxygen tank.”



 By alphabetical order
A – answered, asked
B – babbled, blurted
C – cried, croaked
D – demanded, denied

 By categories
Loud: shouted,
Soft: whispered, 
Sad: moaned, 



“Grammar is the business of taking a language 
to pieces to see how it works.” (Professor 
David Crystal)

 The ‘rules’ for joining words and phrases into 
sentences

 Knowing the function of a word or phrase 
within a sentence

 Knowing how sentences are tied together
 Choosing the right words and phrases
 Linking texts together (cohesion)



The old man jumped quickly over the rusty
fence.

He jumped over it.

 Where are the nouns? – What is their job?
 Where are the adjectives? – What is their job?
 Where is the verb? – What is its job?
 Where are the pronouns? What is their job?
 Where are the prepositions? – What is their job?
 And ‘the’ is a…?



The old man jumped quickly over the rusty
fence.

He jumped over it.

 nouns– name the things talked about
 adjectives– describe the nouns
 verbs – say what the action is
 pronouns – stand in the place of a noun
 prepositions– tell you the position of the action
 determiners – pin down the noun precisely



 In 2014 approx 20% ‘name & identify’ questions 
which rose to 45% in 2016

 In 2016 55% of questions focused on 
‘grammatical accuracy’

 In 2017 questions focused heavily on 
‘grammatical terms / word classes’ and 
punctuation

In 2017: 
 7/50 questions based on Y3 content
 7/50 Y4 content
 9/50 Y5 content
 11/50 Y6 content
 16/50 KS1 content



The ‘new’ curriculum expects children to tackle 
more challenging grammar earlier on, for 
example: 

 Subordinating and coordinating conjunctions in 
Year 2 (was Year 4) 

 Prepositions in Year 3 (was Year 5)
 Modal verbs in Year 5 (not previously taught)
 Subject and object in Year 6 (not previously 

taught)
 The subjunctive in Year 6 (not previously taught)



 A clause is a group of words which contain a subject and 
a verb.

 Main clause (makes sense on its own)
 Subordinate clause (doesn’t make sense on its own but 

adds extra information, begins with a subordinating 
conjunction)

 Embedded clause (adds extra information in the middle 
of the sentence, relative clause is an example of this)

 A complex sentence is made up of more than one clause. 

Although I’m not very good at it, I really enjoy playing 
football.
The footballer, who played for Southampton FC, was 
extremely talented.



 Write a complex sentence

 Roll the dice 

 Follow the instructions on the board to 
rewrite your sentence. 





Colon
 Introduce items in a list
 Further explain something previously 

mentioned in the sentence

Semi colon
 Join two closely related clauses
 Separate items in a complex list



Introduce items in a list

The magic potion contained many interesting 
ingredients: frogs,  snails,  bats and a large plate of fish 
and chips.
(NB. Clause needs to make sense on its own, use a noun 
before the colon)

Further explain something previously mentioned in the 
sentence

I wish I had a job: I need the money to pay my bills. 



Join two closely related clauses

Mrs Norton likes chocolate. Mrs Thornbury likes cake.

Mrs Norton likes chocolate; Mrs Thornbury likes cake. 

Separate items in a complex list

The magic potion contained many interesting 
ingredients: squishy, green frogs; crunchy snails 
covered in slime; large vampire bats with wings the size 
of dinner plates and a large plate of delicious fish and 
chips.



there are 9 classes in this school 3CO 3TS 4KW 4MP 5EN 5AK 
5EB 6ZH and 6BE

the boy’s bag was overflowing with unnecessary objects a 
mould ham sandwich one very muddy trainer half a ruler and 
a rather large teddy bear. 

the girl was running across the playground she is late to 
school every day

I don’t feel very well I have a headache and I feel sick

Can you write any sentences of your own which use a colon 
or a semi colon?



The Bear 
One day I went for a walk somewhere 
Because I wanted to find a bear.
It was when I got to the middle of nowhere 

That I came across my very first bear. 
I was walking along, in the fresh air 
Wondering if there was a bear anywhere. 
When I stumbled into some woods and began to stare, 
For there was the bear, just over there. 
I did not feel at all scared,
For there was the bear and he looked kind and fair.
So I said to the bear, “Would you like to share 

My lunch of sandwiches and a big juicy pear?” 
The bear looked at me from under his hair 
And said, “Yes please, I would like some pear.” 
So that was how I came to share 
My lunch with a big fat hairy bear! 

What sound do you think this text is focusing on? How many different ways 
can you spell this sound? Sort your words into groups. 



The Bear 
One day I went for a walk somewhere
Because I wanted to find a bear.
It was when I got to the middle of nowhere 

That I came across my very first bear. 
I was walking along, in the fresh air 
Wondering if there was a bear anywhere. 
When I stumbled into some woods and began to stare, 
For there was the bear, just over there. 
I did not feel at all scared,
For there was the bear and he looked kind and fair.
So I said to the bear, “Would you like to share

My lunch of sandwiches and a big juicy pear?” 
The bear looked at me from under his hair 
And said, “Yes please, I would like some pear.” 
So that was how I came to share 
My lunch with a big fat hairy bear! 











 Invisible Man - Give each team a word to spell. If they spell 
it correctly, erase one piece of the stick figure. If they do 
not spell the word correctly, leave the stick figure 
unchanged. Then repeat with two or three new words. The 
first team to make his man invisible wins!

 Air spelling
 Slap the word
 Doubles dice game - Students split up into small groups of 

3 or 4. Each student needs a paper and pencil or a white 
board. Each group needs 2 dice and a spelling word list. To 
play each student takes turns rolling both dice. If they roll 
doubles they say “doubles” then that students begins 
writing their spelling words correctly from the list. While 
that student is quickly writing their words the others are 
trying to roll doubles. When someone else rolls doubles the 
one writing stops where they are on the list and begins 
rolling dice again, while the new teammate begins writing 
his words. They continue this until someone has completed 
writing the whole list of words.



 http://www.theschoolrun.com/primary-
grammarglossary-for-parents

 https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co
.uk/AssetsLibrary/SECTORS/PRIMARYASSETS
NEW/Curriculum_Change/2014Assets/Parent
%20Advice/T832b-JargonBusters.pdf

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english/s
pelling _grammar/

 http://www.funenglishgames.com/grammarg
ames.html
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