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NEWS  

    Facebook: OrchardLeaJun   

January 2021 

   What a month! Staff, children and their families have made a fantastic effort          

 to get online and learning. From weekly homework online before Christmas to all learning 

being accessed online in January, it’s been a steep learning curve for everyone. We are proud of 

the resilience shown by the children, families and staff when faced with technical issues and the 

skills they have quickly picked up in the last few weeks. We are delighted by the ever-increasing 

level of independent working shown by the children. Thank you to everyone for their ongoing 

support with this new way of working.  

Curriculum 

There has been such a range of lessons online, here are just a few examples of the incredible 

work from around the school. 

Year 3 have been researching, designing and making different types puppets in their DT project. 

In English, they have been reading Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and writing diary entries 

as Charlie Bucket.  

   Year 4 have been focusing on measure in Maths, they have an English learning journey all 

about fairy tales, they have studies sound in Science and as part of their 

Geography work, they have been designing snow arctic boots.  

  Year 5’s English journey has focused on our school value ‘curiosity’ and they’ve been doing 

some work on the book ‘The Viewer’. They’re learning about Space in Science, WW2 in History 

and they’ve been re-creating games in ICT.  

Year 6 have been learning all about biomes in Geography and adaptation in Science. They have 

also been studying a famous poem called ‘The Highway Man’ with a focus on precise 

vocabulary. Here are some of their descriptions 

●The short spindly trees were blown violently by the encompassing wind, as it rushed through 

the weak branches, snapping them one by one. ● As the mysterious, eerie, magical night sky 

descended throughout the quiet village, the clouds formed into one and suffocated the silver full 

moon. ● The vast expanse of land in the heart of the countryside was a remote, bleak moor, 

covered in mist and fog. There was a meandering path leading up to the moor. Being desolate 

except for one long winding road, the moor was a sight to behold. ● It was the darkest part of the 

evening. As the wispy, soft clouds covered the sky, the moon shone brightly. A thin beam of 

moonlight was breaking through the eerie shaped clouds, following the rider and his trusty 

steed.● 



Children have also been practising key facts and skills for Maths and English, such as times 

tables, SPAG work and spellings, there’s even been daily phonics videos for Year 3 from Mrs 

Goodall.  

Children from across the school have been keen to share other things they’ve been learning with 

their teacher, from sign language and abstract art to sharing facts about different animals.  

We are sharing additional learning opportunities via our school Facebook page so keep an eye 

out for online activities which may interest your child.  

Well being  

The wellbeing of everyone in the Orchard Lea community is extremely important in this     

current situation. We understand that families might have additional pressures to normal with 

remote learning and therefore we want to work with you to ensure your child is able to easily 

access the learning, have support with the lessons and activities and have someone from 

school to contact, should they need a chat. Our teachers are in regular communication with 

children via Google Classroom, however Mrs Pink, our ELSA and PSA, is also available to 

talk to children or their parents. Mrs Pink's PSA contact number is 07719 412 231. There are 

also resources available on a family support page on the website. www.orchardlea-

jun.hants.sch.uk/family-support  

A positive approach to life and to learning is key so please do not hesitate to get in contact.  

Google Meet 

From next week, your child will receive an invite, via the 

Google Classroom, to join a class or small group session 

where the children will be able to chat to the adults in their 

year group about their learning, play some games and have a 

well being check-in. We hope that this will enable the children 

to feel part of the school community, celebrate the week with 

their peers and will allow for further communication between 

staff and children about any technical issues or questions and 

support with the learning for the week.  

‘Screen free’ days 

Now that we have established a routine and clear process for accessing learning via Google 

Classroom, our aim is for all classes to have a ‘screen free’ afternoon of learning. Year 4 

had a great day trialling this last week creating their own musical instruments out of things 

from around their house, using cooking and household objects to represent their Maths work 

and recreating fairy tales. They sent in photos and videos of their work.  

   



 

 

 

Calendar Dates 

12/2/21  INSET day 
15/02/21-19/02/21 Half Term 
02/04/21-16/04/21 Easter Holidays. Bikeability 06/04/21-09/04/21 for Year 6 
19/04/21  INSET Day  
03/05/21  Bank Holiday 
31/05/21-04/06/21 Half Term 
09/06/21  Year 6 Fire Service visit 
28/06/21  INSET Day 
26/07/21  Summer Holidays start 

Reminders 

For any questions or issues regarding teaching and learning, please use the class email to 

contact your child’s teacher.  

For any general enquiries and for questions from Key worker families regarding booking 

spaces in the bubbles, please contact the school office.  

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR INSET DAY WILL GO AHEAD AS PLANNED ON   

12th FEBRUARY. SCHOOL WILL BE COMPLETELY  CLOSED TO PUIPILS ON THIS DAY 

Covid-19 

If your child attends one of our year group key worker bubbles and is displaying one of the 
three Covid symptoms (a new, continuous cough; loss of taste or smell; a temperature) please 

arrange for your child to have a test.  

Please ensure that your child self isolates while any other family members are unwell and 
awaiting test results.  

Federation 

As you know, the infant and junior schools federated before 
Christmas. Elections were held for parent and staff governors. At 

the first Full Governing Body meeting on 18th December,         

governors were co-opted, officers were elected and The Orchard 
Lea Federation came into being. Sue Seaton is the Chair of     Gover-

nors.  A panel of 5 governors is now working on the recruitment of an                                     Executive 

Whole school project- creativity  

During Lockdown 1 last year, families around the country drew rainbows to 

display in their houses as a symbol of hope and support for the NHS and 

keyworkers. This created a real sense of community across the country.  

This lockdown, we will be joining other schools around the country who are 

encouraging children to display a hand to show that we are all connected still 

and we are all here for each other. This activity is optional but if you would 

like to take part, please feel free to send a photo of your child’s design via the 

Google Classroom and we will share them on our school Facebook page. 


