
Orchard Lea Junior School 
 
 

Kennedy Avenue 
Fareham 

Hampshire 
PO15 6BJ 

 
Headteacher: Mr. S.Summerton Telephone:  01329 234471 
Email: adminoffice@orchardlea-jun.hants.sch.uk  Website:  www.orchardlea-jun.hants.sch.uk 

 

 
 
 

 

3rd March 2021 

Full reopening of school on Monday 8th March 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer 

I am writing to provide you with full details of the reopening of our school on Monday 8th March. Everyone at school 

is keen to begin to return to normality as we welcome all of our pupils back. Let us hope that this will be last 

interruption to schools and the wider society. 

School will be operating in almost the same way as we did when we reopened in September of last year with the full 

range of safety measures in place, which I have detailed below. Please can you spend some time going through the 

contents of this letter with your child so they know what to expect. 

New  

The following changes are new.  

 All staff are now COVID testing twice a week using self-administered Lateral Flow test kits. This is to identify and 

isolate asymptomatic spreaders. 

 The one-way system has been changed to prevent crossover points. A map is attached. 

 Adults are wearing masks when not working with children. 

 NEW start and finish times for year groups. 

 Essential mobile phones only. 

School Safety measures 

When your children come into school, we will have the following protective measures in place: 

 Good hand and respiratory hygiene will be promoted through instruction, posters and frequent 

reminders. 

 Mixing with other children will be limited to year group bubbles. 

 Pupils will have their own seat and tables will face the front. 

What to Bring 

 All children will be expected to wear school uniform and school shoes. No trainers. 

 PE kit will be needed in school with outdoor trainers as usual. 

 Coats and jumpers are needed as windows will be open to increase ventilation. 

 Small bags only. 

Feeling Unwell 

Children must NOT come into school if they have one or more of the three recognised COVID-19 symptoms. All 

members of the household should isolate and a test booked (not Lateral Flow) for those with symptoms. Pupils can 

return to school after 10 days or if they have a negative test. Please inform school of all test results. 

http://www.orchardlea-jun.hants.sch.uk/
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If a pupil or staff member develops symptoms at school, they will be sent home, advised to follow government 

guidance to isolate for 10 days and to arrange to have a test. If there is a confirmed case, we will work with Public 

Health England and advise families of any further action required. 

Drop-off and Pick-up NEW TIMES 

Start and finish times are being staggered by year group to reduce the number of people using routes at any one time. 

In order for this to have an effect, please only arrive at your child’s allotted time and leave promptly. 

 Start Finish 

Year 3 8:40am 3:05pm 

Year 4 8:45am 3:10pm 

Year 5 8:50am 3:15pm 

Year 6 8:55am 3:20pm 

 Parents should drop off, wait for and meet their children on one of the playgrounds. Please do not walk around 

pathways or wait at classroom doors as this causes blockages. 

 If you have siblings in different year groups, please wait on playgrounds. 

 Only one adult per family on site. 

 Pupils must only bring in 'essential' items such as a coat, water bottle and packed lunch and can be carried in a 

small bag if needed. 

 A one-way system is in place for footpaths. Classroom doors will be open and labelled so your child can find their 

new classroom. 

 Some staff will be outside to help things run smoothly. 

 NO parents are permitted to park on the school site. 

Contacting us 

 Parents will not be able to enter the school building. Please contact us via email on 

 adminoffice@orchardlea-jun.hants.sch.uk or phone (01329) 234471. 

 TJs after-school club is reopening on 8th March. Please contact them directly for childcare. 

 Class email addresses remain in use to communicate with teachers or to request a phone call. 

Mobile Phones 

Mobile phones are becoming an increasing nuisance in schools causing disruptions and arguments. They are also 

expensive items to replace and are not required by the majority of pupils. 

Mobile phones may only be brought into school if your child is walking to/from school unaccompanied by an adult and 

so the phone is needed for safety reasons. All phones must be switched off and handed into the school office for 

safekeeping. Phones that are not handed in or are not needed for safety will be confiscated and stored securely. They 

will only be returned to a parent by the Head or Deputy Headteacher. 

Pastoral support 

We are aware that the lockdown has been a difficult time for many of us, including our pupils   Please let us know 

if you think your children might need extra support in the coming weeks, such as if they feel anxious about coming 

back or they are experiencing bereavement. You can get in touch with Mrs Pink via the school office to do this. 

Attendance 

I am required to inform you that attendance will be mandatory again from 8th March, as the government expects 

all pupils to attend school. The usual rules will apply, meaning we will be recording attendance, lateness and 

following up on any absences. 
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Teaching and Learning 

The curriculum that we teach is being adapted to bridge missed learning and to make up for lost classroom time. We 

recognise that learning from home is tricky and so will revisit some of the key objectives. 

A variety of catch-up sessions will be used to ensure that gaps in our pupils understanding and knowledge are 

addressed including intervention groups.  This will be new to some pupils but please be assured that teachers will be 

assessing gaps in learning and planning work to cover or recover key objectives not yet secured. 

This lockdown has been so different from the first one last summer. Thank you to every parent for the support and 

encouragement you have provided to your children and to the school staff. I am heartened to know that for the 

majority of our children learning continued to occur well. I also feel sure that the use of remote learning has helped 

us all develop our IT skills. 

Please do get in touch if you have any questions or concerns. 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Mr Steve Summerton 

Headteacher   

 

The Full Risk Assessment for reopening can be found on the front page of our website. 

 


