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Monday

English – Writing Prompt – Descriptive Writing (page 3)

Similes and metaphors are used in writing to help to create a more descriptive image in 

the reader’s mind. 

A simile is a phrase that compares one thing to another using the words ‘as’ or ‘like’, for 

example: as cold as ice. 

A metaphor is a word or phrase used to describe something as if it were something else, 

for example: a heart of gold. 

This activity provides two photographs which should be used as prompts to write a short 

and vivid description. The description should include striking words or powerful adjectives, 

which can describe objects and settings, adverbs and adverbial phrases. An adverb gives 

more information about when or how something happens. An adverbial phrase is a group 

of words that act in the same way as an adverb. 

Your child may choose to write a detailed description for one of these images or write two 

shorter descriptions which compare and contrast the landscapes shown in these images. 

Your child may also wish to use paragraphs to organise the main ideas in their descriptive 

writing. A paragraph is a group of sentences that share a common idea. A new 

paragraph should be started where there is a change of time, location, character or 

theme.
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Tuesday

English – Fronted Adverbials (page 5)

Fronted adverbials are adverbials which have been moved to the front of the sentence. 

The fronted adverbial is usually followed by a comma, for example: Before bedtime, she 

read her book. 

Question 1 – This question involves identifying and underlining the fronted adverbials that 

have been used in each sentence. Fronted adverbials are found at the beginning (or 

start) of a sentence and as mentioned above, are usually followed by a comma. The 

answers are as follows:

A = Today, B = Slowly, C = Soon, D = Behind the shed,

Question 2 – This question involves recognising whether each sentence includes a fronted 

adverbial and if it has been used correctly.

Statement A is ‘correct’ because this sentence begins with the fronted adverbial ‘Before 

long,’ which tells us when the snow began to fall.

Statement B is ‘incorrect’ because this sentence begins with the pronoun ‘she’. The only 

adverb it includes is ‘happily’ which can be found in the middle of the sentence.

Statement C is ‘correct’ because this sentence begins with the fronted adverbial ‘Angrily,’ 

which tells us how the male character slammed the door. 

Question 3 – This question involves rearranging the words shown on the cards to create a 

sentence that includes a fronted adverbial. As fronted adverbials appear at the start of 

sentences, it is sensible to look for an adverbial which is followed by a comma that could 

be placed at the start of the sentence. The only option is ‘Suddenly’. Then, the remaining 

words need to be arranged in a way that flows well and makes sense. 

An example of a sensible sentence which uses all the given words is:

Suddenly, a rabbit darted through the long grass. 

The word classes of each part of the sentence above have been labelled.
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Wednesday

English – Apostrophes for Contractions (page 7)

A contraction is a word that has been formed by joining two words together, replacing 

some letters with an apostrophe, for example ‘you are’ becomes ‘you’re’.

An apostrophe is a punctuation mark which is used to either show contraction (when a 

letter or letters have been missed out - for example, ‘do not’ becomes ‘don’t’) or 

possession (when something belongs to somebody or some people - for example, Freda’s 

puppy). 

Question 1 – This question involves identifying the correct contraction of ‘must not’ which is 

mustn’t.

Question 2 – This question involves matching the two words which make up the 

contracted words given. They’ll is the contracted form of they and will, we’re is the 

contracted form of we and are.

Question 3 – This question involves identifying the two words which make up the 

contracted words you’ve and won’t. You’ve is made up of the words you and have, 

won’t is made up of the words will and not.

Question 4 – This question asks for the letters which would be removed to be underlined if 

the words were contracted. If the words were contracted it would become we’d, so the 

letters ‘woul’ should be underlined as shown: we would.

Question 5 – This question asks for the sentence to be rewritten using full words instead of 

the contraction. The sentence written should be: We should not play with the matches.

Question 6 – This question has an incorrect contraction. The sentence needs rewriting with 

the correct contraction given. They’l is incorrect and should be they’ll as it is the 

contracted form of ‘they will’. The sentence should be: If they go to the island, they’ll find 

the treasure.

Question 7 – This question involves explaining the mistake that Alys has made when 

contracting the words ‘you’ and ‘had’. Alys has positioned the apostrophe incorrectly. It 

should be placed where the removed letters were, making you’d.
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Thursday

English – Apostrophes for Possession (page 9)

An apostrophe is a punctuation mark which is used to either show contraction (when a 

letter or letters have been missed out - for example, ‘do not’ becomes ‘don’t’) or 

possession (when something belongs to somebody or some people - for example, Freda’s 

puppy). 

Singular nouns show possession using an apostrophe followed by an s, for example: the 

boy's football. Singular nouns which end in s follow the same rule, for example: the bus’s 

wheel. Plural nouns which end in s show possession using an apostrophe after the s, for 

example: the girls’ books.

Question 1 – Sally’s ball should be circled as it is the only phrase that uses an apostrophe 

to show possession because the ball belongs to Sally. The other two phrases both use 

apostrophes for contractions.

Question 2 – The box above the word ‘cars’ should have an ‘X’ in because the exhaust 

belongs to the car. ‘Exhaust’ and ‘mechanic’ are not possessive nouns and ‘couldn’t’ 

needs an apostrophe – but for contraction, not possession.

Question 3 – Sentence B should include a possessive apostrophe because the grey dog 

belongs to Travis and the noun phrase ‘the grey dog’ follows the name of its owner. 

Sentence A does not need an apostrophe because the name of the owner follows the 

noun phrase. 

Question 4 – Sentence C should be underlined because the new bike belongs to Simon. 

Sentence A and B both include apostrophes for contractions which means that some 

letters have been missed out. In Sentence A, ‘he’s’ means ‘he is’ and in Sentence B, ‘it’s’ 

means ‘it is’ so the apostrophes in both of these contractions have replaced the letter ‘i’. 

Question 5 – This question involves rearranging the eight words to create a sentence that 

uses an apostrophe for possession and either ‘and’ or ‘but’. Extra words can be added. 

One possible example of a sentence is shown below.

Lucy tripped over Mr Smith’s wooden chair and broke her leg.

In this example, the chair belongs to Mr Smith and the conjunction ‘and’ has been used.

Question 6 – This question involves re-writing this sentence using apostrophes for 

possession. The nouns in this sentence are singular and the apostrophes have been 

underlined.

The cactus’s spikes had fallen off and landed in the cat’s bed.
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Thursday

English – Apostrophes for Possession continued (page 9)

Question 7 – Tandi has used an apostrophe to show possession in this sentence correctly 

because the brother belongs to Lewis. As Lewis’ name ends in the letter -s, the apostrophe

can be placed after the ‘-s’ on its own or the apostrophe can be followed by another ‘s’ 

(as Tandi has used). Both options are grammatically correct and can be seen below.
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Friday

English – Using Inference (page 10)

This activity includes a visual prompt which allows children to practise the skill of inference 

and explain their personal views about the image, while the fourth question tests their 

knowledge of adverbs to complete the sentences. 

Question 1 - This question invites children to identify and label objects that are included in 

this photograph. Various answers, for example: pots, pans, a metal hob/cooker, bottle, 

bucket, camp site etc.

Question 2 - This question invites children to think hypothetically and asks them to consider 

why no people are included in this photograph. Various answers, for example: They could 

be in their tent or somewhere else in the camp.

Question 3 - This question encourages children to reflect on how the refugees might feel 

when they are using this equipment. Children can explore more than one possible 

emotion and should support their views with reasons. Personal response, for example: They 

might feel frustrated and miss the equipment they had at home. They might feel really 

grateful to have equipment to make warm meals with their families. 

Question 4 - This question requires children to complete the sentences by inserting missing 

adverbs. Children should place the most appropriate adverbs into the gaps so that each 

sentence make sense.

She stirred the sauce slowly. He shouted loudly, “Dinner is ready!”

Maya whispered sadly, “I miss my friends.” The children waited hungrily for their lunch.
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Additional resources

English – Reading – New Tricks (pages 11 – 12)

Children should read the story and answer the questions giving as much detail as they 

can. Any unfamiliar vocabulary should be highlighted, and children should be 

encouraged to discuss its meaning or find the definition in a dictionary. 

The answers to the questions are as follows: 

1. Why was Josh such a fan of ‘The Twits’?

It made him laugh.

2. Why did Josh say that Sunday lunch was going to be like no other?

He thought his trick would make it memorable.

3. What did Zoe and Carla usually like to do on a Sunday morning?

Stay in bed late.

4. Why do you think that Josh chose to tamper with the custard?

It was the easiest ingredient to mix something into.

5. How did the girls react when they tasted the custard?

Screamed, clutched their mouths, choking and going red in the face.

6. Why do you think the author has put a warning in red at the bottom of the text?

It was a silly thing to do which could be dangerous.

7. Why has the author used italic text in the first paragraph?

To stress the importance of the word.

8. Have you ever played a trick on someone else? What did you do?

Personal response, for example:  I hid behind a door and jumped out when my friend 

walked past. It made him jump and we laughed about it.
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