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Orchard Lea Junior School 

Spelling Guidelines: 

Overview 

At Orchard Lea Junior School, we use the No Nonsense Spelling (NNS) programme based on the 2014 

National Curriculum. We teach spelling rules and patterns explicitly. Teachers follow a structured 

teaching sequence and children learn spellings in school and at home. 

Aims 

It is essential that our pupils learn to spell accurately. Children who can spell feel confident and are 

able to write with enjoyment and will be confident with experimenting using new and ambitious 

vocabulary in their writing. We want our pupils to be equipped with a range of strategies for learning 

spelling and to be able to apply their strategies in their independent writing. We would like our pupils 

to enjoy exploring and investigating the patterns of the English language. 

When spelling, our pupils: 

 use their phonic skills effectively when blending phonemes for reading and when segmenting 

phonemes for spelling 

 use a range of dictionaries and spell checks effectively 

 develop a range of effective spelling strategies 

 have an interest in words, their meanings and their origins, developing a growing vocabulary 

both for speaking and writing 

 identify patterns in words and spellings 

 write with confidence and creativity, while developing the skills to self-edit, correct and 

improve and challenge themselves 

Approaches to Spelling 

Spelling lessons take place 3 times a week. These lessons last for 15 minutes. The No Nonsense 

Spelling programme provides us with a manageable tool for meeting the requirements of the 2014 

National Curriculum, which has a clear progression through blocks of teaching units across the year 

and supports our teachers with the teaching of spelling. Our pupils use a personal Spelling Journal, 

which provides the opportunity for pupils to record their learning, practise their spellings and refer 

back to previous spellings. There are separate word lists for Year 3 and 4, as well as Year 5 and 6. 

 

Teaching of Spellings 

Our pupils are given daily spelling practice opportunities during registration, through access to 

displays, cross-curricular word banks and discussions during reading and writing sessions. 
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A typical 4 part learning sequence for NNS is as follows: 

Revise 
Activate prior knowledge 

Revisit previous linked learning 
Teach 

Introduce the new concept 
Explain 

Investigate 
Model 

Practise 

Individual/group work 

Extend/explore the concept independently 

Investigate 

Generalise 

Apply/Assess 

Assess through independent application 

Explain and demonstrate understanding 

 

Strategies for Learning Spellings 

The following strategies are introduced through the No Nonsense Spelling programme and can be 

used to support pupils’ spelling across school and at home. There is a copy of spelling activities on the 

school’s website English page. 

 Look, cover, write, check 

 Shrink and grow 

 Segmentation strategy 

 Quickwrite 

 Drawing around the word to show the shape 

 Drawing an image around the word 

 Words without vowels 

 Pyramid words 

 Rainbow writing 

 Memorable ‘silly sentences’ 

 Clapping and counting syllables 

 Marking and Feedback 

In addition, we have a focus on spelling in all marking and feedback. During the marking of written 

work, up to three misspellings of key words are identified. When returning to look at feedback, our 

pupils are asked to find the correct spellings of these words and change them in purple polishing pen. 

All children are encouraged to check their own work and identify words spelt incorrectly and time is 

given during literacy sessions for this to take place. These strategies are in line with our assessment 

policy and help children in taking responsibility for their own learning. Class teachers ensure that 

common misspellings from a prior year group are revisited and learned with utmost urgency when 

misconceptions are identified. 
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Assessment 

Each term, children are tested using the Vernon Spelling programme, this gives the teachers a 

spelling age for each child. Teachers also use a spelling error analysis to identify individual needs. 

Additionally, there is ongoing teacher assessment termly where children are assessed against the 

Hampshire Assessment Model in the ‘Transcription’ domain for writing which is fed back to parents 

during parent’s evenings. By the end of Year 6, children are expected to understand and be able to 

meet the challenging spelling demands outlined in the National Curriculum. Children’s knowledge is 

assessed through a grammar, punctuation and spelling test that children sit in May as part of a week 

of national tests. 

Inclusion 

We teach spelling to all children, whatever their ability. It is part of the school curriculum policy to 

provide a broad and balanced education to all children. However, some children will continue to find 

these spellings strategies difficult to use effectively so will need additional support. Differentiation is 

through resources used, the difficulty of the task, support given and outcome. Where a child is having 

significant spelling difficulties, further interventions will be considered. Intervention programmes 

such as Letters and Sounds may be put in place to support their spelling.  

Homework 

Spellings are sent home for homework for the children to learn using a variety of activities. Teachers 

test children on their home-learning spellings weekly. These spellings could be from the statutory 

spelling lists, topic vocabulary or spellings from the rules taught in class.  

 

Guidance Reference List 
Here are links to the different references made throughout the spelling guidance: 
 

Spelling activity booklet: 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/3aa388_a4e0333eacfe4d75b3e1766638f0f7f7.pdf  

No Nonsense Spelling Document: 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/3aa388_b155c479ff344d32a9376cad913c1df2.pdf (Year 3) 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/3aa388_9e473e3afbae42958b649aef6797df8e.pdf (Year 4) 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/3aa388_039fdb7f97f64ea080de51e9c91b1ddf.pdf (Year 5) 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/3aa388_49593aab04234d18a948b038d4422acb.pdf (Year 6) 

2014 National Curriculum Spelling Document: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_

1_-_Spelling.pdf 

Spelling Word Lists:  

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/3aa388_666e5bd42c534972b7cfcb2a40d29218.pdf (Year 3/4) 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/3aa388_6ad36b2348ad4078a70f3c0614fd2274.pdf (Year 5/6) 
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